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\vords uttered by the greatest living colonial adminis-
trator, whom every one knew to be a friend of the
Moors, and the man who held supreme executive office
in Morocco, at once cleared the atmosphere Now was
the time to destroy the grumblers3 case by far-reaching
reform and a spirit of friendly co-operation But
nothing, or next to nothing, was done. Then a tragedy
happened The Nationalists, whose grievances could
have been kept in check and would no doubt have
ultimately been removed had they been addressed
through the local chiefs to His Majesty the Sultan and
the Resident-General, decided to enlist support among
the Left Wing politicians in France, a procedure, if
successful, liable to undermine the authority both of
the Maghzen and the Residence. And they were
eminently successful, for not only did this stick seem
as good as any other stick with which to beat the
government, but also some of the politicians^ whle
genuinely sympathizing with the Moors, did not realize
either the necessity for firm action in Morocco or the
dangers to French North, Afiicaj which European
support of such a movement must inevitably bring in
its train
Thus encouraged, the Comiit fActum Marocatne, or
the Young Moroccan movement under another name,
now got into its stride and a formidable organization,
with ramifications in different parts of the Shereefiaa
Empire, was soon at the disposal of the leaders who
made their headquarters in Fez. At the head was
Mohammed Allal Fassi, a man of boundless ambition,
with Abd-el-JaH, Abd-ei-Aziz ben Dnss, Ahmed
Cherkaoui, Mohammed Ghazi and Hassan Ouazzani
as the chief lieutenants
A plan for Moroccan reform was drawn up under the